1 What kinds of special educational needs does the school make provision for?

Westdale Infants is a Mainstream Infant School, whose motto is- ‘…a happy community where magical things happen’. Ofsted judged us as 'good' in May 2023.

As an inclusive school, we recognise that some children and young people need something additional to or different from what is provided for the majority of children; this is special educational provision.

Around 11.4% of our school population are identified as having a special educational need, with around 2% of children having a disability or medical condition that may require additional support or care. Whilst many factors contribute to the range of difficulties experienced by some children, we believe that much can be done to support them by parents, teachers and pupils working together.

Special Educational Needs and Inclusion is always a priority at Westdale Infant School. All staff and the Governing Body are highly committed to inclusion and the principles outlined in our SEND policy; working hard to ensure that provision is made for those who need it and that all children are given the opportunities to be the best that they can be.

Our offer:
· Our school has adaptations for wheelchair use.
· Washing and changing facilities are readily available.
· We have an ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) and MELSA trained member of staff. We can offer theraplay, Lego therapy and other specific and focused support.
· A strong emphasis on SEMH, emotional literacy and mental health wellbeing which underpins our curriculum and our values.
· A qualified Senior Mental Health Lead, our Headteacher.
· Bespoke sensory and quiet learning areas in all our year groups and our nursery too.


2 How does the school know if pupils need extra help and what should I do if I think that my child may have special educational needs?

At Westdale we work closely with families to ensure high priority is given to identifying the needs of pupils with SEND as early as possible. We work closely with parents, staff, education, health and care services, other settings prior to the child’s entry into the school as well as the child to gather information and voice.

We closely monitor the progress of all pupils to aid the identification of pupils with SEND. Any pupils who fall outside of the range of expected achievement in line with average predicted performance indicators will be identified by the class teacher and/or teaching assistant and their progress monitored and needs observed. 

They will be placed on a ‘School Support’ or monitoring register and may begin to receive extra support within the classroom. The class teacher will ensure adaptations and/or differentiated learning is in place, to ensure all children are able to access the curriculum and enable them to make progress in all areas of their learning. The SENCO (special educational needs coordinator) will be made aware of the child’s needs and will be contacted when needed for support and advice. If, based on the information gathered, it is decided that a pupil does have further needs, they will be closely monitored by staff and the SENCO, in order to gauge their level of learning, possible difficulties and ensure that the best possible practice has been put in place to meet their needs. 

Where it is determined that a pupil does have SEND, and requires ‘additional to and different from’, parents will be formally advised of this and the pupil will be moved from the School Support Category and added to the school’s SEND support register. The aim of formally identifying a pupil with SEND is to help school ensure that effective provision is put in place that is additional to and/or different from non-SEND children, so removing barriers to learning and allowing children to meet their full potential, both academically and personally. Parents will be informed fully of every stage of their child’s development and the circumstances under which they are being monitored.

If any parent/carer has a concern about their child, they should initially discuss this with the class teacher. All parental concerns will be listened to and looked at together with the school’s information about the child and assessment data on how the pupil is progressing. The class teacher and SENCO will liaise to discuss potential barriers to learning and, where required, ensure appropriate intervention, support or adaptations are put in place.


3a How does the school evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for pupils with special educational needs?

We evaluate our provision in the following ways-
Those children who are on the Special Needs register are discussed at termly review meetings. These meetings are attended by parents, class teacher and the SENCO for children who receive high level funding or have an EHCP (Educational Health Care Plan). Where possible, representatives from any outside agencies will be invited to attend or submit a report. At a review we:
· Discuss attainment and progress, any updates and plan next steps for learning and support.
· Review individual targets and discuss progress and attainment towards these.
· Share observations by all parties.
· Listen to the child’s voice about how they feel about school and their learning.
· Set new targets for learning.
· Listen to parent or carer voice, advise and signpost to further support if needed.

Our school also ensures provision is effective and responsive by:
· Regular analysis of data by means of the school tracking system.
· Monitoring of progress made towards SEND section of the School Improvement Plan.
· Regular discussions between SENCO and teachers/support staff.
· Implementation of annual SEND review including views of children, parents, staff and Governors. This is fed back to staff, parents and Governors through the Headteacher report and on our website.
· Regular meetings with SEND Governor including discussion, work scrutiny, learning walks etc.
· SEND Information Report shared and discussed with SEND Governor each year.
· Regular focus on SEND in staff meetings to ensure good practice and CPD.
· Attendance by the SENCO at Springboard meetings, which includes moderation meetings, professional discussions and CPD.


3b How will both the school and I know how my child is doing and how will the school help me to support their learning?

Pupil progress is monitored on a termly basis within school, with additional monitoring activities taking place throughout the term- eg. book scrutiny, learning walks, short observations of whole lessons and where children are receiving extra support, moderation of writing and maths levels and analysis of progress towards targets.

Where children have significant special educational needs, termly review meetings will be held. Reviews will be undertaken in line with agreed dates but will usually take place on a termly basis. The review process will evaluate the impact and quality of the support and interventions. It will also take account of the views of the pupil and parents. 

Parents views will be sought at review meetings, whereas the child’s views will have been gained prior to meetings, usually 1:1 with a familiar adult through informal conversations. Signs and symbols may be used as part of this process. The class teacher, in conjunction with the SENCO, will revise the support and outcomes based on the pupil’s progress and development making any necessary amendments going forward, in consultation with parents and the pupil (where appropriate).

During these review meetings and at our parent’s evenings, parents are informed of their child’s progress throughout that term, their strengths and areas for development and the child’s attitude to learning. They will have the opportunity to look at learning through books and photos. Next steps and targets are discussed and agreed and information on how they can support their child’s learning and development at home is provided. 


3c What is the school’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs?

Once a pupil has been identified as possibly having a special educational need they will be closely monitored by staff to identify any possible difficulties, and provision will be put in place. The child’s class teacher will take steps to provide suitable learning opportunities that are matched to the child’s ability and help support their needs.

The class teacher may ask the SENCO for support and advice to ensure the child receives the best possible learning opportunities, which may be an individualised curriculum based on the child’s needs, running alongside the curriculum within the classroom.

Every effort will be made to educate pupils with SEND alongside their peers in a mainstream classroom setting. Support will be put in place such as visuals, small chunked learning steps, resources to support, frequent check-ins or working in a small group. Sometimes a more bespoke and individualised curriculum is needed to meet the specific needs of a child. This is planned by the class teacher, often with the advice and support of learning support assistants, the SENCO and other professionals involved with the child. At Westdale we have continuous provision in every classroom. This is where learning is embedded and explored through play opportunities in the classroom; it supports all our children to access the curriculum with their peers during the learning day


3d How will the curriculum and learning be matched to my child’s needs?

We aim to make appropriate provision to overcome all barriers to learning and ensure all pupils have full access to the National and Early Years Curriculum. The SENCO and class teacher will co-ordinate provision for children with additional needs and SEND and will be carefully monitored and regularly reviewed to ensure that individual targets are being met and all pupils’ needs are catered for.

The class teacher remains responsible for working with your child on a day-to-day basis. They will plan and work closely with teaching and learning assistants to provide suitable support. This support may be provided in class by the teacher or teaching assistant, or may involve the child accessing additional boosters or learning interactions during the day. Booster sessions / learning interactions may be delivered in small groups or on a 1:1 basis. The sessions that we currently deliver are tailored to meet the needs of individuals and develop skills in maths, reading, writing, as well as working on emotional literacy, social skills, fine and gross motor skills and speech, language and communication. They are individualised to ensure that they meet the specific needs of your child and regularly reviewed to ensure impact and progress.

Each class teacher maps the provision that they make for all pupils who receive additional support on a termly basis. The provision put in place will be closely monitored, at least every term by the SENCO, and adjusted where necessary to meet the needs of individuals and groups of pupils.

School makes good use of strong links with Early Years support at School Inclusion Services through regular advice surgeries, training and visits from the team to support in ensuring children’s needs are being met and good progress is being made. We also work closely with our Family SENCO and the Educational Psychology Service to ensure our provision is the best it can be.


3e How are decisions made about the type and amount of support my child will receive?

Decisions about the type and amount of support a pupil may receive are made based on the individual needs of each child. Decisions are usually made by the class teacher in conjunction with the SENCO and the Headteacher.

A small number of pupils with SEND may require access to additional funding. This additional funding will be from a budget which is devolved to and moderated by the Family of Schools. For those with the most complex needs, additional funding is retained by the local authority. This is accessed through the Family of Schools. 

The Family SENCO will refer individual applications to a multi-agency panel, which is administered by the Local Authority, who will determine whether the level and complexity of need meets the threshold for this funding. Consideration to apply for additional funding is discussed after concerns raised by the class teacher. Then, working in collaboration, the SENCO and Head teacher will conduct a review of the child’s progress and individual needs and make an informed decision. If we feel that a request for High Level Needs funding is needed, school must show a graduated response, this means a menu of support over time where impact and progress can be seen.


3f How will my child be included in activities in and outside the classroom, including school trips?

All children are encouraged to take part in out of class learning and appropriate support will be put in place to allow all pupils to access after school clubs, lunch time activities and school visits, wherever possible.

The school works hard to ensure that pupils with disabilities participate fully in school life. Pupils with a disability attend all school trips and residential visits, ensuring that risk assessments consider additional resources and adjustments that need to be made. We work with parents to discuss and plan how this can be enabled.

At lunchtimes, children who may find it particularly difficult to engage in OPAL play games during unstructured, lengthy periods of time are supported by trained midday staff / TA or may have access to a smaller outdoor venue.

We also offer a lunch club run by a TA, to support some children who benefit from lunch in a quiet environment with additional support; this enables them to talk through their morning and regulate before going out to play.

We have a nurture Hub and nurture nest that children can access for sensory breaks, individualised or group learning plans and additional support based around emotional regulation. This is run by our TAs including our nurture and ELSA trained staff. This supports some children to regulate and then access their own classroom.

Each classroom has a sensory and regulating, with resources and a calm space for children to access when needed during the day. We teach the children about emotional literacy and co/self-regulation; we use Zones of Regulation and an emotion coaching approach. Related materials and resources are displayed in each classroom to help children access and understand their feelings. 

3g What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

We have a whole school approach to PSHE which is evident across all lessons. Children are encouraged to identify and label their feelings and emotions. We teach and scaffold strategies to support co and self-regulation. We work with families to support children both at school and home and signpost to additional resources or support if needed. Nurture groups, ELSA and Theraplay are all available as of our provision.

We believe that children learn best when they are continually and consistently encouraged to behave well, are challenged and engaged and provided with opportunities to achieve both academically and personally. We promote this through a range of positive behaviour strategies and rewards. We have a Restorative Behaviour Policy, based on a relationship-based approach, which can be found on our school website. We specifically teach and model high expectations of behaviour; we know that mistakes can happen and that behaviour can be a form of communication. Through emotion coaching we work with children to understand their emotions, what happened, what we need to do to fix it and what we could do next time. Our approach is based on relational connection, belonging and teaching effective conflict resolution skills and ownership if mistakes happen. Within trusted relationships, children and young people can learn, accept their individual strengths and areas for development and explore difficult, strong emotions and experiences with a view to moving forward (Short, Case and McKenzie, 2018).

4 Who is the school special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) and what are their contact details?

The person responsible for overseeing and co-ordinating the day to day provision of education for pupils with SEND is the SENCO, Mrs Rachel Chamberlain. Her role is to oversee the school’s policy for inclusion, and she is responsible for ensuring that it is implemented effectively throughout the school. They can be contacted by telephone (0115 9531606) or by visiting the school office.

The school Governors are responsible for the overall effectiveness of provision for special educational needs within the school and we have a named governor who is responsible for SEND. This is Suzy Burton-Sanders. They meet regularly with the SENCO to discuss the provision for children with SEND and to discuss how the school can improve its effectiveness.

5a What training have staff had and what is planned?

We aim to keep all school staff up to date with relevant training and developments in teaching practice, in relation to the needs of pupils with SEND. Whole staff training is carried out on a regular basis to increase staff’s knowledge and understanding of a wide range of topics related to special educational needs and disabilities.

Training is made available for whole staff or targeted at specific groups, such as; governors, midday staff, TAs etc. This is accessed through the Local Authority, family of schools or through in-house training.

A staff SEND audit is completed annually to plan future training needs.

Training relating to SEND for 2025-2026 includes:
· Paediatric first aid
· First Aid Training relating to asthma and epipens
· Assessing using BSquared 
· Speech and Language support
· Sensory processing
· Intimate Care
· Manual handling
· Attention Autism Training
· SENDCO NPQ SENDCO qualification
· MELSA and ELSA supervision
· Sensory therapy

In addition to this, the SENCO attends relevant SEND courses, Family SEND meetings, Springboard meetings, NCC Networks and facilitates/signposts relevant SEND focused external training opportunities for all staff.


5b What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by the school?

The school continues to build strong working relationships and links with external support services to fully support our SEND pupils and aid school inclusion.

We believe that sharing knowledge and information with our support services is key in providing effective and successful SEND provision within our school.

The school will seek advice, as appropriate, around individual pupils, from external support services such as through the termly Springboard meetings, Early Help Unit, Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub, the Schools Inclusion Services, Educational Psychology Service, School nursing team, Family SENCO, Speech and Language Therapists and Community Paediatricians.

For a full list of services that are available for school to access enabling us to support SEND pupils the best way possible, please see our full SEND policy which is available on our school website.


6 How will equipment and facilities for SEND be secured and how accessible is the school?

At Westdale Infant School we endeavour to comply with accessibility requirements regarding the physical environment and access to the curriculum.

Our current access arrangements and areas identified for improvement are outlined in our Accessibility Plan (available through the policies section of our school website). We recognise that additional modifications may need to be made at any time, to ensure all pupils are able to fully access the school site and the curriculum we offer.

The school currently has a range of facilities for pupils with SEND in place. These include:
· Teaching assistants (who have expertise in a variety of areas)
· Use of Dyslexia friendly resources throughout school
· Use of signs and symbols (Makaton / Widgit) for those pupils with communication difficulties
· Use of iPads
· Information from the school office (for parents) available in a range of formats, including large print, translated and copied on coloured paper (dyslexia friendly)

If a situation arises where specialist equipment is needed, then advice would be sought from specialist services, such as the Physical Disability Support Service or ICT team.


7 What are the arrangements for consulting parents of pupils with special educational needs and how will I be involved in the education of my child?

At Westdale we work closely with parents to gain a better understanding of their child, and involve them in all stages of their child’s education. If an assessment or referral indicates that a pupil has additional learning needs or a special educational need, the parents and the pupil will always be consulted with regards to future provision. Support will also be offered in terms of understanding SEND procedures and practices, providing regular reports on their child’s progress, and providing information on the provisions for pupils within the school as a whole, and the effectiveness of the SEND policy and the school’s SEND work.

Parents are invited to attend meetings with staff and external agencies (if involved) regarding their child and are kept up to date and consulted on any points of action drawn up in regard to the provision for their child. In cases where more frequent regular contact with parents is necessary, this will be arranged based on the individual pupil’s needs. Where appropriate, the child may be asked to attend part of or the whole of the meeting.


8 What are the arrangements for consulting young people with SEND and involving them in their education?

At Westdale we work hard to create a school environment where pupils feel safe to voice their opinions of their own needs. We believe that pupil participation is a right. This will be reflected in decision-making but also encouraged through wider opportunities for participation in school life, such as the opportunity to become a member of the school parliament.

Children with additional needs and special educational needs, wherever possible, will be involved in their target setting and reviewing process and attend review meetings where appropriate. The level of involvement in these meetings will depend on the individual child and how appropriate it will be. This decision will be made by the parents and teacher, after discussion. Their views about the provision will always be taken into account, possibly through pupil interviews.

The SENCO observes/works with SEND pupils on a regular basis (both in and out of the classroom), to monitor the appropriateness of provision and to gain their views and opinions about the issues that matter to them.


9 What do I do if I have a concern or complaint about the SEND provision made by the school?

If a parent or carer has any concerns or complaints regarding the care or welfare of their child, they are advised to speak to the relevant class teacher or Head Teacher. If the issue is regarding a child’s special educational needs and the provision made by the school, then a meeting will be arranged with the class teacher and Mrs Chamberlain (SENCO) where ways forward and steps to resolve the issue will be discussed.

If parents feel the matter is still unresolved and would like to submit a formal complaint, then a full copy of the Complaints Procedure is available in our school prospectus or on our school website.


10 How does the governing body involve other organisations and services (eg health, social care, local authority support services and voluntary organisations) in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND and supporting the families of such pupils?

At Westdale we work with and in support of outside agencies when the pupils’ needs cannot be met by the school alone.

We have a number of services who work alongside staff, pupils and parents at our school to provide support and advice, enabling us to achieve the best possible outcomes for each child and their family. These include School Inclusion Services, Educational Psychologist, Mental Health Team, CAMHS, Speech and Language Therapy, School Nurse and Social Services. Additional services/professionals can be contacted to support as the need arises.


11 How does the school seek to signpost organisations, services etc. who can provide additional support to parents/carers/young people?

Additional services and organisations are recommended to parents, carers and young people as and when a need arises. Services which may be recommended include support groups, charitable organisations, clubs for children and Ask Us Nottinghamshire. Parents will be signposted to the Nottinghamshire local offer page on the website, access to this can be supported by school if parents have difficulties accessing a computer, smart phone or tablet.

 www.nottinghamshire.SENDlocaloffer.org.uk.

The SEND Local Offer is a resource which is designed to support children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities and their families. It describes the services and provision that are available both to those families in Nottinghamshire that have an Education, Health and Care Plan and those who do not have a plan, but still experience some form of special educational need.


12 How will the school prepare my child to transfer between phases of education?
i)To join the school setting 

Before a child begins school, the SENCO is in contact with all prior settings. Staff will give advance warning if children are going to need support of any kind and where necessary, visits are made to the child whilst they are still in their familiar setting.

Visits are also arranged for the child to come into school and meet the adults he/she is going to be working with. Transition booklets are a useful tool at this time ie a book of relevant photographs for the child to have at home and look through. Our SENCO works with families to create a transition plan based on children’s needs, plans often include visual timetables to support children to understand the day, photos of the classroom with a focus on where children have lunch, where to put their coat, adults who support them. Sometimes we can offer a soft start to the day, empty classroom visits or a reduced timetable quickly building up to the child’s full school entitlement. The child’s needs are always at the heart of all of our decisions.

ii)Transfer between phases of education  

When a child with additional needs joins the school, every effort is made to ensure that they have a smooth transition and that training and resources are in place to meet their individual needs.

The school office staff will liaise with the child’s previous school or setting to ensure that all of the relevant information has been shared with the new class teacher so the best possible outcomes can be achieved.

All children are offered a number of transition visits, depending on the needs of the child, so that they can fully experience the school environment. Extra transition dates will be arranged between staff, and parents will be informed. Parents and carers are invited to meet the class teacher and offered an empty classroom visit, where discussions can take place about any concerns they may have and agree on steps forward that are appropriate for their child. The SENCO will ensure liaison between staff members.

The SENCO will co-ordinate and oversee transition into different educational settings and ensure that the provision is appropriate to children’s individual needs. The SENCO will ensure liaison between staff members.

As pupils move to a new class, plans are put into place to support both the pupil and new staff to enable them to successfully transfer alongside their peers. This may include the organisation of additional visits, sharing of information, creating photo books, meeting new staff and facilitating any appropriate staff training.

The school closely liaises with our local Junior schools to enable an effective transition to take place. Parents are actively involved and kept fully informed throughout this transition process. Again, extra transition days may be needed, depending on the needs of the child.

Every part of our curriculum will provide children with the opportunity to develop skills that they need to be successful life-long learners, but our ‘Passport to Life’ section of the curriculum focuses on providing children with opportunities to experience real-life scenarios, where decision making and resilience and respect are paramount. We also encourage independence in our children and ensure that they have the necessary skills to live as independent, successful adults.


13 Where can I access further information?
Further information can be found by contacting the SENCO (Mrs Rachel Glover) via the school office on 0115 9531606 or by emailing office@westdale-inf.notts.sch.uk or through the school website www.westdaleinfants.com.






